US Lawmakers Grill TikTok CEO

TikTok CEO Chew Shou Zi(Jf] % &) faced a questioning at a U.S. congressional hearing on
Thursday(March 23v9). The hearing was titled “TikTok: How Congress can safeguard American data
privacy and protect children from online harms.”

Mr. Chew was grilled for more than five hours by the U.S. lawmakers who expressed concerns that a
Chinese company ByteDance could pass TikTok users’ private information to the China’s government.
Since its introduction to the U.S. in 2018, TikTok has been one of the most popular apps among
generation Z in the U.S. It has more than 150 million active users in the U.S. According to a survey
by the Pew Research Center, two-thirds of Americans aged 13 to 17 use TikTok, and 16% of all teens say
they use it almost constantly.

During the hearing, Mr. Chew repeatedly denied that the app shares data or has any connection with
the Communist Party of China. In front of skeptical and hostile U.S. representatives, he said TikTok is
not a security threat to the U.S., and the platform was doing everything to ensure the safety of its

American users.
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Q1 What is the title of the U.S. congressional hearing that TikTok CEO Chew faced on March 23rd?

Q2 How long was Mr. Chew grilled?

Q3 TAVHDEEHEE-BIE, TikTok DAL LI LTESEZHTWET, FHLEL X 9,
Q4 What is generation Z? Please explain in English.
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Mr. Chew said that TikTok has never received or obeyed any requests from Beijing, and that he has
never had discussions with Chinese government officials since taking the CEO role in 2021. He also denied
allegations that TikTok removed contents about (Dhuman rights violations against Uyghurs (k1) and
(2the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre (%2) . “We do not remove that kind of content. TikTok is a place

for freedom of expression,” Chew said.

% 1 The Chinese government is accused of detaining Uyghur people in concentration camps, where
they are forced to work and live in poor conditions. Uyghurs are also not allowed to practice their religion
or speak their language. Some Uyghurs are abused physically and emotionally. These actions violate

their basic human rights.

% 2 Tiananmen Square Protests are the demonstrations of students who called for democracy.
In May 1989, nearly a million Chinese young students crowded into Tiananmen Square to protest
against the Communist Party. They marched and chanted for almost three weeks. On June 4th, Chinese
army and police stormed the square and fired indiscriminately. More than 10,000 students were killed.
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@ The U.S. lawmakers also expressed deep concerns on the video app’s potential to harm teenagers

mental health through its dangerous posts and addictive features. Several lawmakers showed TikTok

videos that encouraged users to commit suicide.

Chew responded that TikTok employs 40,000 moderators to track harmful contents and an algorithm

to flag controversial material.

On February 27th, the U.S. White House ordered all federal agencies to remove TikTok from

government-issued devices within 30 days. Not only the U.S. but a growing number of countries have

banned TikTok from government devices.

1) On February 28th, Canada banned TikTok from all government-issued mobile devices.

2) On March 20th, the EU lawmakers were advised to remove the TikTok app from their personal devices
under the European Parliament's ban.

3) Back in June 2020, India had imposed a nationwide ban on TikTok and other Chinese apps, including
WeChat, over privacy and security concerns.
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Q15 What kind of order did the U.S. White House release on February 27th?

Q16 On February 28th, what did Canada do about TikTok?

Q17 On March 20th, what were the EU lawmakers advised to do?

Q18 In June 2020, what did India ban? And why?
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|E| On the other hand, many TikTok users in the U.S. say they want to be able to keep making and
watching short and fun videos, such as makeup tutorials and cooking lessons. On March 2214, supporters
of TikTok gathered holding signs during a rally to defend the app at the Capitol in Washington D.C.

Some popular TikTokers are angry that it might impact their personal lives. Many of them are
earning their income from their videos. If TikTok disappeared, they would lose the source of income and
the social capital. Building an audience on another platform would be challenging for them due to the

competition to grab users’ attention.
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Q19 The U.S. lawmakers say TikTok is a threat to the security of the country. On the other hand, what
do many TikTok users think about TikTok?

Q20 What kind of videos are popular in TikTok?

Q21 Why do some people gather at the Capitol in Washington D.C. on March 22nd?

Q22 Why are some TikTokers angry about the possibility of the ban of TikTok?

Q23 If TikTok disappeared, why would it be challenging for them to build an audience on another

platform?

Q24 What do you think about this news?
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1. Mr. Chew was grilled for more than five hours by the U.S. lawmakers who expressed concerns that
ByteDance could pass TikTok users’ private information to the China’s government.

2. Infront of skeptical and hostile U.S. representatives, he said TikTok is not a security threat to the U.S.

3. “We do not remove that kind of contents. TikTok is a place for freedom of expression,” Chew said.

4. The U.S. lawmakers also said that some short videos could harm teenagers’ mental health through its

dangerous posts and addictive features.

5. If TikTok disappeared, some popular TikTokers would lose the source of income and the social capital.
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